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. .. The'Midnight Penman Refurns

- Curiouser and curiouser, this book A4
_~" History of the Modern Age (Doubleday;

$7.95), which will be published ncxt D

awveek. It is billed as the work of ane Ju-
lian K. Prescott, a former U.S. Under
Sccretary of State for Political Afllairs’
who suffered a nervous breakdown in
1964 and dicd four years later, leaving
his unfinished manuscript to his old

publication.

What a feast of previously unpub- :
lished material it contains—everything |

from an encounter between Joseph Sta-
lin and Winston Churchill in a Krem-
lin steam bath (“a converted dungeon
of the carly czars™) to Stalin’s private re-
action 1o North Xorcan Premier Kim 1l-
sung’s invasion of South Korea in 1950:
““That Asiatic me-----we-ume .’ Stalin cursed
under his breath in Georgian, *has made
afool of me.””

Prescott gives particularly detailed ac-
counts of White House policy sessions,
during both the Kennedy and Johrison
Administrations. And who but the in-
defatigable Prescott’ would have discov-
ered that after meeting the Khrushchevs
in Vienna in 1961, Jackic Kennedy ob-
served 1o her husband as they prepared
for bed: “I rather like him, and Mrs.
Khrushchev is such a’simple and un-
assuming woman. Theyre nol as up-
pity as the De Gaulles.”

Taking Revenge? According to Pres-
cott’s foreword, the history is based on
his personal knowledge as well as on in-
formation obtained from such “ ‘faceless’
functionaries as interpreters, body-
guards, valets, cooks, waiters and chauf-
feurs.” Fven more bizarre, Morrison’s in-
troduction points out that Prescotf, “a
Chckhovian-looking character” with “a
weary sensc of defeat,” fleshed out his
historical material with imaginary dia-

- logue and ¢ven occasional fictitious char-
acters. Morrison obviously has some mis-
givings. “Often, T confess, I was unable
to separate ‘fact’ from ‘invention,” so
deftly did Prescott weave them together
to give the illusion of veracity. Was Pres-
cott mad, T wondered? Was he taking re-

+ venge on innocent veaders like g]jxysclf for
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JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH
The reader should be forewarned.

the grofesqueries that he had experi-
enced in international politics, for the de-
ceptions and lies he had swallowed?”
Concludes Morrison: “The reader should
be forewarned.” h :

Indeed he should. This is neither the
work of Diplomat Prescott nor Professor
Morrison—-both of whom, as it turns
out, are as fictitious as a number of the
book’s minor characters. Rather, it is a
fascinating chronicle of the cold war,
valid in essence perhaps, fictional and
caricatured in detail. 1t is a grand and ¢l-
oquent hoax full of enigmatic private

“jokes like the consistent misspelling of

Robert McNamara’s name.

Aristotle and Jeremich., But who is
thé mysterions satirist, himsell appar-
ently a veteran of the Kennedy years?
The names of Theodore Sorensen and
Pierre Salinger somchow do not, come
to mind. Could it be the midnight pen-
man, John Kenncth Galbraith, who last
struck in 1963 (with his pseudonymous
The McLandress Dimension)? Prescott’s
editor at Doubleday, which also hap-
pens to be Galbraith’s publisher, re-
plics: “Why don't you ask him?” Last
week, unfortunately, Galbraith was un-
reachable in Austria; his sccretary said
that he was “driving slowly” from an
economists’ mecting in the Tyrol to-
ward his summer home in Gstaad. )

The book contains only one reference
to Galbraith by name, but it is a preg-
nant one. After the “prominent Harvard
cconomist and wit” has made a cogent
point to President Xennedy “in his amus-
ingly ironic way” and then apologized
for a gloomy prediction, Kennedy re-
plies: “John, you can't scold us often
enough, and as far as I'm concerned,
you arc both an Aristotle and a Jer-
emiah, a polymath and a prophet.” '

Where did the author get this pre-

-viously urirecorded conversation? Was
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it a line overhcard by J.F.K.'s chauf-

“feu? A scenc invented by Prescott in

the throcs of madness? A wink to the ini-
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alas, could have said” for_sure.
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